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& Connemara'’s redoubsable fumiture college, GMIT

Leuerfrack, celebrates its pwenty-filth anniversary,

the exisrence of a furnitare rraining college in a part
af Ireland with neither trees nor industrial tradition deserves
a lirde explanation. Ironically, its establshment was driven
nat by ambitions for the craft of furninure-making bue as
part of a plan 1o stem the flow of emigration from the West
of Ireland. Like many Irish aducational inidarives, the story
begins with a derclice building (See Shane (Toole's
‘Redempeion in Lemerfrack” Irisk Aris Reedent, Autumn,
2002, p-88). The rural development company, Conremara
West, had purchased the former Industrial School in 1981
and were wondering what o do with it Its director ar the
time, Kieran O"'Donoghue, remembered: “The building was
empiy, absolutely empty, theee were birds fying in and owt
the top windows, and rthe idea of nmning a training pro-
gramme for young people developed. Two main sdeas came
floating out of the nuaelstrom - one was woodmurming and
the other was glipcase pomtery = these were consudered to be
god training skills to give to young people.’

Evenrually, it was decided o drop slipcast pomtery and 1o
broaden the wea of woodmrning into woodcraft, or furmi-
rure-making, and so the first two-year course began in 1982,
However, the model vaunted by the Industrial Training

Authority, AnCO, focused on preparing peaple for industry
by giving them the skills thar the employer necded.
U'[}-,.-l.-.-:_-‘r._“-, 1',;-.;-:“-_;‘ that this qppr-}n\'h was both restnchve
and ineffective, wanted o look ar broader educational mod
elt in which the students were equipped with the skills to
mowe through the industry. The programme
with the help of design-consultant Mary Mullin, farmerly of
the Kilkenny Diesign Workshops, whe mtroduced 2 number

WiE revised

LETTERFRACE SHOWCASE CRAFT & DERION

of British educarors to the project, including Chris Simpson
of Ryecosewood College and Alan Tilbury of the RCA, who
broaghs with them skills in furniture practice and edecation
that were o then available m Ireland, The sheer eccentnic-
ity of running a fumiture college amid the treeless beamy of
the Coanemiira L‘lrthup{, in an enviromment free from
institutional expectations, was an aMraction [0 vIsiting
lecturers whose input became an important part of the
development of the college.

But, although Letterfrack was andoubredly influenced by
British fumiture education, it evolved in tandem with the
wider system of Irssh third-level accredirarion. Uneil 1985,
the college offered AnCO Centificates in cabinetmaking, but
Jim O'Connor of the RTC, working with O°'Donoghue,
evolved che course into a two-year Manopal Cernificate in
Fine Woodworking and Design and Lewerfrack went into
partnership with RTC Galway in 19867, When the RTC,
upgraded o GMIT, became a degrec-awarding body,
Letterfrack launched a fully-fledged degree programme.

Mow offering degrees in Furnitare Detign, Manufacnsre,
Furniture and Wood Technology, and Design and Technology
Education, Letrerfrack’ alumni are ubiguitous within con-
remporary Irish famiture and s anniversary exhibinion
reflects the colleges wradition of original thinking, both in
education and design, It includes the work of John Lee,
maker of the 2001 Pressdential chair, who s developing the

wse of computer technology in realizing his designs
(Figs18:2) Lee's work has been purchased by the Marional
Musewm of Ireland, while the Esker Tallboy by Tim and Sein
Dunleavy (grad. 2005) of Dunleavy Bespoke was acqaired by
the Ulster Muscum in 2011. Marin Gallagher, (grad. 2006)
also works within the fine fumiture tradition, his Andd serics
of tables in maple and ghass combining the fancionalty of
furmiture with the appearance of sculpture (Fig 4). Others
have taken a parh in which the design of furnitare is empha-
sized over the craft of making it. Jems Kpsak (grad. 2011}
works a5 a furniture and lighting desigrer and Davin Larkin
{grad. 2002} mes the company Kooyong Design as well as
reaching in GMIT Leeterfrack (Figs 3861, Larkin feels that his
role a5 & designer is crucial m his veaching pracice ‘I think it
is exremely important for becturers to sl work in their made
tx both improve their own skills ba also show their students
the love they have for what they teach.” Now lecruring in
Griffith College, Tricia Harrs (grad. 2003} is researching aug-
mented realiy rechnology which allows the designer to scc a
Full-saze virmual representation of ther CAD mandel superim-
posed on a real room like the ghost of furnitare yer 1o come.
By including work ar this explorative level, the exhibition s
o o Im_-lv.n::.d the <.'1u'|plu,- concept of suctess storwt and spec-

sacular finished piccss to exphore the roke of Rerniture-making
m education and how this relares o innewation. B
Mckisabsdgemantt- Anthany Clare, Kesan (F Doraghot, and Many Mulln

5 Tears of Eageilinde and innovanion’ Fansiegh Gabery, Dubds
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designist.

68 South Greal Georges Street
Dublin 2

01 4758534

www.designist.ie
shopi@designist.ie

designist are proud to present

The Look of the Irish

Aweek long event showeasing Irish design in fts
mast current farm. We have invited local
designers to present their work in the store,
offering us all a glimpse of Irish design right
now,

As you can see from the results, we Irish are a
talented bunch. The common thread has been
an understanding of the importance of everyday
objects to our lives.

These Irish designers are using the resonance
of the forms arcund us to create objects full of
elegance, humour, interest and warmth -
whether that's through taking an everyday
abject like the comfort bottle and casting it in
material that plays with our perception of the
form, by upcycling objects like pianos. or
catering tins, by playing with the scale of
ordinary cbjects like the briquette, or through
the clever marriage of materials and
manufacturing techniques

the look of the Irish features the work of

Carson & Crushell
www carsonandcrushell com

Garvan de Bruir
www. debruir.com

Gordan Byrne
www.gardonbymedesign.com

Hugo Thompson
www hugothompson.ie

Kooyang Design
www kaoyaongdesign.ie

Elickity
wwnw klickity.ie

Locker 13
wiww. lockerl3design.com

Sticks ff

can be contacted thrmlgh desigmst

At designist we believe good design should be

beautiful, useful and affoerdable and we
think we know how to achieve this.

Thiz exhibition is a small glimpse of the level of
design talent we have already working in
Ireland. By promating Irish designed products
we are supporting and nurturing this talent in
the hope thal we can generate an appetite for
it. We can also find out what you think.

If we can prove demand, then we can persuade
Irish manufacturers to invest in the talent that is
already here and produce large quantities,
miaking Irish products more affordable

By including designer, manufacturer, retailer and
consumer in the process, we can sustain a
living for everyone, and provide people with
beautiful, useful, affordable things.



Davin Larkin’s determination has created his company,
Kooyong design, which produces sleek, functional Irish furniture.

n 2000 Davin Larki began studying furniture design and
manufacture at furniture college in Letterfrack. After
completing this highly acclaimed course, he decided to
spend a further four years at the Natural College of Art
and Design in Dublin, concentrating in designing furniture.
During this time, he spent a semester studying in Denmark,
where he added to his vast array of skills and his time in
there greatly influenced how he approached his designs.
Before opening his own business, Davin worked in
OPW furniture devision during his summer holidays and
he later went to work in Q'Driscoll Furniture, a leading

TRIAD COFFEE TABLE, -

STUBBORN DINMING TABLE.

DESIGNER PROFILE

Irish firm for furniture. This was not a permanent
move for him, for in late 2007 he left his job to go
traveling for fourteen months, then in December
2008 he decided to come back to Ireland.

Upon his return, Davin realised that because of the
declining economy, there was not much hope to find
a design job, so he took a gamble, starting his own
business in 2009. His goal was and still his, fairly
simple: to show the hidden talent of Irish designers.

At present Davin is the main designer but his
ambition is to bring more designers on, once his
pieces started to garner more interest. Kooyong Design
released their first range of products in 2009 to great
acclaim. Since then there has been huge interest in his
designs from the press, buyers abroad and in Ireland. In
May 2010 his "Stubborn’ dining table and chairs were
showcased at the Interior Design and Art Fair, garnering
a huge amount of plaudits. Davin was influenced by
lapanese and Scandinavian designs, causing him to
produce beautifully polished oak pieces that will always
be a classic design. Davin is working on more products,
in his studio in Tallaght Art Centre, which will be
unveiled later this year and has just completed a Pop
Up Shop at the RHA Gallery. His contemporary pieces
will certainly have a lasting impact on your home.

SPRAY.

www.kooyongdesign.ie
www.davinlarkin.com
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FREMCH FANCY For that special investment piece, check out this funley limited edition Pumpldn
chair, €1.500 from Ligne Roset, designed to celebrate the company’s 150th anniversary. It was
orgnally designad in 1971 by Franch luminary Piarme Paubn (o add a splash of comfort and colour
to the private apartments of French President Georges Pompidou in the Elvsée Palace, Paris. In
2008 Ligne Roset decided to put it back into production, with only 300 made in two colourways of
redd and blue. To get your hands on one of these beauties head o Amotts. www.ligne-roset.com;
01 805 0400; www.buydnow.iefarnotts

NEW KID ON THE BLOCK Fumiture designer Davin Larkin's spacious studio, Kooyong
Design, in Tallaght Arts Centre showcases the work of designers Sadhbh Fitzgibbon, Kate
Cronin and Jenny Walsh as well as his own creations, including these funky block storage
maodules, Designed to be fun and multi-functional, the biocks can be usad
as storage units, table legs, stools and side tables. Influenced by Japanasa
and Scandinavian designs, Larkin's collection in beautifully polished oak
lealures simple, funclional pieces, with the aim of putting Ireland firmly on the
intermational design map. 01 443 3133; www.kooyongdesign.com
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STOP THE PIGEON Launched in 2008 by designer Peter McCann and His sister Sarah,
onling store No Fixed Abode sells a great range of homewares, furniture, accessones and
qift ideas, including the award-winning TIE light by Peter McCann for Made® at Innermost. We
love this humourous pigeon light, €85, available in oranga. pink. white and yellow.
www.nofixedabode.ie

WHEREVER | LAY MY HAT This funky coat stand will add a splash of colour and bric to your
halhwary. Expect pieces such as this one and much more from husband and wile team Emily Maher and Declan Moloney, intenor
design partnership and owners of cool intenors store Lost Weekend in Wesdord. Dublin fans of Lost Weekend will soon be abile
to enjoy the designs of this fab duo when they open their second store in Blackrock later this summer. 053 818 0080;
www.lostweekend.ie

IN THE DETAIL Design icon Sir Terence Conran's renowned interiors emponum The Conran Shop came 1o Amotls last year
much to our delight. Full of statement pieces, design classics and quirky accessonas, such as this
furikey Mozia wall clock, €325, it's a truly inspirational destination. 01 805 0400; www.buydnow.ie

PARISIAN CHIC Be inspined by the beautiful and colourful selection of accessones from
Roche Bobois. One of our favourites, this French design house has innovalive peeces
ranging from sculptural sofas to deficate glassware and rustic country classic 1o edgy and
futunstic styes, 01 653 1630; www.roche-bobois.com

HOT SEAT For upbeat urban style, BoConcept has it coverad with its sleak, pairad back
contemporary ook, From large peces to colourful accassones, it has something for every
room. Also available in black and white, these useful orange acrylic chairs bring a splash of
vibrant colour to any space. Cavona chairs, €109 each.
01 293 2009; www.boconcept.ie

COLOUR EXPLOSION In need of a colour fix? We gat ours via

; }  an eye-popping shade of pink (40RR 11/430), part of a vibrant
range from Dulux. www.dulux.ie
| ‘9

Thank you for visiting our stand, wea hope you enjoy the fairl
IMAGE Interiors, 01 271 9600; www.image-interiors.ie

_] IMAGE INTERIORS, IRELAND'S BEST-SELLING INTERIORS MAGAZINE
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INSPIRING
IRISH HOUSES

DUBLIN, KILKENNY,
TYRONE, WEXFORD BEAUTY
ISimple storage ideas

NEXT GENERATION | | | | Stylish essentials

IRELAND'S HOTTEST Funky accessories
YOUNG DESIGN TALENT Cool styles and hot trends

| DESIGNER PROFILE
JCONIC ARCHITECT RON ARAD
CI'N‘HIS NEW DESIGN MUSEUM

FHUFILE
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» e For textile desi I the posasbillities of fabric are manifold
L4 ‘| “The man cthing tha’s never really shown to von = if vou
» wart tor fir wind that strand and just lazche o it

L A puor i 1y NCAD, where in her fourth vear, shy

. Thie brosd course
“1 ended up

wias 3 Bnalist i £ print, weave and

embroidery, gave her a feel | doanyg Bslvion and intenioes, which

allowed me to really branch

VAT WEar wi |ln|| it I:xl: based designer Liz

Millsai QECH NS v Landon provided ber with plenty of variety
Wh |I riend Began to discuss the idea of
i - i t we would just do it bos

- well, we're will ¢ * The weekend coarses teach print, emibi I
W v xt cnabling people 1" abwwie being ak 1l thangs for
. el Tt docs take ple enjoy dolng i, it wowing 2 bow basec
- r ot collecmons. =1'd midss it too much 1o sop bar [
poople.™ Inspired by children’s il 4 froe when she

% Wb ineonative

her work, as she uses cven

*, On fincing some old to cars ar b : copred

v, | wamted o mive them a secoond life.”

fragonilics and warerilies, “Thewr forms k

the Girafton Academy and exhabiting

NOL fECeisd

1 dosvn thie addle, it rmor

1o e I s abwut enjoyis
(LY show women how these i anal embralidery skil e made cong
amd thar ir*s really fun, All of us sitting around this big table just stitching and gossiping

WAL PRgEtBCOIE Ry com; for mons lrsation on Paget’s biathy workahops, wwwe berElawonishopdutien com

DAVIN LARKIN, furniture design

When furniture designer Danin Larkin returmed o Dublin in
Decernber 2008 after over a vear travelling around the world, a lot

had changed. “It was hard 1o come back, it was 3 complerely different
country,™ With the cconomy Hagging and employment prospects grim,
e decided to ser up his own design studio, Kooyong Dicsign.

“There wasn't much hope of getting 4 job and there seill kst and
this was something [I'd abways sanved 1o dn,”

The spacious studio in Tallaght Arts Centre showcases his own
wuirk, abang witl other young designers, Kate Cronin and Sadhbh
Fitzgibibon. “I think we all need 1o boance off ore another 1w help
each other our,” says Duvin. With influences from Scandinavia and
Japan, his collection in beautifully polished pak fratures simple, well-
designed and functional picocs, with the aim of purting Irelasd on the
intcrnational design map.

“People value othcr Irsh entitics like art or music, so if there was
a market for Irish design abwozd it would be hugely beneficial, [ vhink
we peed 10 recogrise design 35 a craft in jrself”™ Although a fan of Tkea,
Dravin fecls there moeds 1o be 2 balance beween temparary and long
basting. *We're living in a very throw-away society = things are only
usad for a few wocks or a fow vears. [ think we need to get back o a
strong design acsthevic, where something will last for a liferioe, ™
ww hoyongdetig com
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DESIGN

START-UP

-

YOUNG DESIGNERS

Arthur Duff and Greg Tisdall are giving young
Irish furniture designers a platform to show

and sell their work

EETING ARTHUR DUFF on a
bright April evening would put
the spring in anyone’s step. He
has just come from locking at
Meetings with Remarkable Trees,
the exhibition of Thomas Packenham’s
photographs at the Molesworth Gallery in
Dublin, and watched a vibrant protest outside
the Diil, and says both cleared his mind of the
prevailing gloom and doom. “All that was
missing was a good salsa band outside the D4il -
it would have boosted the public spirit,” he says.

Duff and Greg Tisdall have been to the fore of
Irish furniture design for the past 20 years and
their latest, recession-defying enterprise hopes
to highlight the work of resident designers and
associates of The Malthouse in Dublin’s North
Circular Road.

They have reconfigured their studios,
showroom and workshop to provide mentored
start-up space for young designers. At the
moment there are 10 housed in the-centre and
they have ambitious plans to increase the
number fourfold in the next two years.

“All too often designers complain that there is
no work or demand for their services. What our
new exhibition will show is that there is a wealth
of creative young designers who have not given
up trying to make a living just because the
economy has given up on them. In the space of
two months, the designers have come up with
more than 20 products for less than €200 (some
under €80).

“We're hoping the centre will become a focus
for young creative talent,” says Duff.
“Eventually, we also want to provide a dedicated
space for young fashion designers.”

The Bang For Bucks exhibition opens next
Thursday, April 20th at Duff-Tisdall
Architecture, at The Malthouse, 537 North
Circular Road, Dublin 1, tel: 01-8558070.

See themalthousedesigncentre.com.
Meanwhile don’t forget to look into the Pop
Up Shop in the Royal Hibernian Academy in Ely
Place, Dublin 2 where every two weeks, new

creative work goes on display.

We were hugely impressed by the handsome
furniture designed by David Larkin of Kooyong
Design, and, as it happens, he hopes to show his
work in the Malthouse, too. Very snazzy.

: Patsey Murphy

FROM TOP Dining table, bench and
stools by Davin Larkin,
Kooyongdesign.ie. Larkin also
designed the Pinch + Splay lamps
above (€180)

@ Fabric design by Jennifer
Slattery, a textile designer based at
The Malthouse

@ Palm, a self-assembly light
shade, (€49.95), designed by Kate
Cronin of klickity.ie



Focus on new designers

THE recent Furniture & Home
Accessories Fair 2010 at the
RDS showcased New Design
Ireland, an area devoted to the
work of up and coming
designers, including Custom
Quilting, Divito Studios, Don
and Eamonn O’Sullivan,
Dunleavy Bespoke, James
Carroll Furniture, Jenny Walsh
Design, Faustin and Kooyong

- Design.

Heres aitests of some of David Larkin's Stubborn table, bench and
their new products which will - gtqo set is a limited edition of 30, but
be available this year: - pieces can be sold separately.

_ www.kooyongdesign.ie

The Creature

Comforts cabinet by

Jenny Walsh is

custom-made using

woods, finishes and

e Architectural glass art

specifications, in designer Bianca Divito

addition to three makes large-scale public

standard models. weskn, pivelo: -

€2,325 plus VAT. eslisaale o :

www.jennywalshdesign.com ;mﬂ -scale domestic
www.divitostudios.com

SATURDAY,.APRIL 3, 2010 | JArish Examiner



I the ruasket for & statement phece of furniture? The patehwork ook gees high deuign with the Oswald
Squint sofa {€4/000 at The Eonran Shop at Ametts).

The Aqua lamp from Hext blends a textile shade with an on-trend
coloured glass base [€71).

oung Irish design company Kooyong calls this mauhi-functional cak

phece Stubborm. Try using it a5 a soed of & L table (€398
W, ).

20 IRISH EXAMINER Properiy&Interiors | 16.04.2001
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Try & litthe pop of calour in the kitchen
withs thils chasrful mammw

Aga Claret range. It a refreshing
mmmmmemum
SEONES NATDwWicE].

Bright spring florali in a nalve-style design feature on the
Shibuky ¢ firom Linea (€12 from wlores
ratiammwide].

WISH LIST

Fancy a little interiors shopping spree that won't break

the bank but gets you a new lamp to cheer a dreary comer,
or a few cushions to bring a tired sofa back to life?

Check out our selection of lovelies to tempt you into the
shops, says Carol O'Callaghan

Pirerys ase all the rage sgain tharks 1o the
influence of

i domestic gods and goddess an
Prints are everywhere on ‘television who hime us all back in the kitchen
fabrics this season. Large- making sauces from scratch and icing cupcakes.
scale 5pots im muted greys The Stripe apron from Rayburn costs €28.95 from
Vi 0 he Pt can e

to ! [
This besuty 4 the latest side-bry-side fridge freezer from LG and

from Debenhams (€16.50). it comes with a built-in water and ice dispenser and homebar,

Outsicle it festanes. & dramatic floral graphic 1o Jazr up yeur
Kitchen (€200 from selected shectiical retaliers

chick wrw alial,
Betty Jackson brings us the Lustre ceramic lamg base with
The House ard Homas rangs from L IMMmenwiM(umemlth:
€64 from Debenhams).
‘ r ' I
File awary bills and personal papers in the Chack can the Stealth by Kenwood whech
. [ promives kow-level nolse
b Bk s Sk o s 150 Do S A s sy
M*mamdmm“mntuﬁmwmwmmmmm €699 for twol. o naticrwide).

IRISH EXAMINER Property&lnteriors | 16042011 21
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Cream
of Irish
Design
on show

T°S FIMALLY here, the
ﬁnl e Sex and the City 1,
we'll be fillmy: the
canemas in droves thas weekend.
Unlike most women who seem |
o famcy Mr H'f, I've always had |

3 st spot for Audan, the cercheal
furnimre designer, who carved
his wary into ¢ Bradshaw’s

heart, untd his nenseas, Mr Big,
showed up at a furmture far and
seale his girl. It was ae thas fair
thar Mr uttered, rather
drunkenly, his now Ganoas line:
“Beige is bull#*#",

1 have to agree. As | raipsed
around the Intersor Dicsign and
Art Fair at the RIS recentdy, 1

_ was reminded how mnuch more
“ antractive 1s beige’s close relabive,
creams, S0 how apt that the
Lapggese nce at this show won
the “Cream of Iresh Diesign”
These united Irshmen and
women took Britaink 1008
Design exhibition by storm last
year, and m—EI: ag the RIS
1o shewcase turnitare and other
dosmestic desagn and art prochscts
on home termtory.
Among the coversble items on
o, tempting credic carde ous of

Carol O'Callaghan
admires some of the
exhibits, from funky
tables to quirky
cushions and tea
towels, at the RDS

m s I_*_: e M“F:h —




| storage solutions by Koovong Design, a hot
| pink coffee table from Cavey Design, fun

ALLTHEFUN OF THE FAIR

Interiors lovers should head to the RDS this weekend for the annual Interior Design and Art
Fair. Celebrating the best of Irish creativity, it's a great opportunity to witness the latest
work of our most exciting producers all under one roof...

Amanda
Cochrane

his year frage fnteriors is delight-
ed to be taking part in the fair,
with a colourful stand that fea-

tures some of our favourite pieces
on display. Look out for a colour-
ful coat stand from Lost Weekend, Ligne
| Roset's show-stopping Pampkin Chair, great

| lighting ideas from No Fixed Abode and lots
more by Bo Concept, Duff Tisdall, Roche-
Bobois, Bug Art and The Conran Shop for
Armnotts.

Image Inteniors ia out now When furniture designer Davin
. Larkin came back to Dublin in
December 2008 after more than a
year travelling around the world,
- alothad changed. Facing a flag-

- ging ceonomy and grim employ-

~ ment prospects, he decided to

- set up his own design studio,

~ Kooyong Design.

“There wasn’t much hope of getting
a job and there still isn't, and this was
something 1'd always wanted to do.”

Larkin's spacious studio in Tallaght
Arts Centre showcases the work of

mmmmmm

INTERIORS
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New kid on the block'"-""

own, including these funky block stor- unsuﬂmﬂmymmdﬂm
age modules, above, Designed to be “People value other Irish entities

f’:
fun and truly multi-functional, the like art or music, so if there was a mar-
blocks can be used as storage units, ket for Irish design abroad it would be
table legs, stools and side tables. hugely beneficial. I think we need to
“The modules allow the customer to recognise design as a craft in itself” 4
have the final creative word in how Although a fan of cheap and cheer- 1
you will display your most prized mmmmmmm %
items,” he says, “They give the cus- be a balance between temporary .
tomer the freedom to create some- lmi-luﬁngfnmm"il’e‘ulhhcin
thing truly unique.” a very throw-away society — thrlnnm
Influenced by Japanese only used for a few weeks or a few
and Scandinavian designs, Larkin's m:mumwmmw;
collection in beautifully polished cak strong design aesthetic, where some-

thtn:'lﬂlhl.hl'lllﬂm
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Kooyong Design is s young, Irish product design
firrm that specialises in furniture, interiors and homewanes, It
was established in 2009 a5 2 design driven company with
an wim o show Ireland the hidden talents of our own
df.’!'gnfr.'! and create a demand for contemparany Ingh
design,

Kooyong Design is dedicated 1o producing sleehc
functional statement pieces that will still add to your home
in 20 years time. They currently manufacture all their
products in reland and are 100% dedicated to the design
indusiry in Ireland.

Garvan de Bruir i an old-school crafteman who loves
natural matenats and traditional methods of construction,
whose award-winning designs are visually very
contemporary. The dimensions of the "Aviator’ and
Parachuter bags both suit aircraft carry on requirements,
while the Laptop bags are fitted to varicws tizes of laptop
SCIBENS.

The Leather & Luggage collection initially grew out of
Garvan's background in furniture eraftsmanship, where
he uses leather in combination with hardwood and
polished metals.

Locker 13 is the collaboration of designers Karl
Medecalf and Shane Wilson. Close friends fram childhood,
they both graduated with degreas in Industrial Design from
KCAD in 1999, and tan yaars later, the time was ﬁnally rig hit
o launch Locker 13

Their goal is simple: to design original, unique and
beautiful fumiture. They believe there is a place,
somewhere between high end furniture and the expansive
furniture ‘supermarkets’, for chever, desirable and affordable
furniture.

Klickity is a product design studio based in Dublin
Thedr @im is to créate quality products with minsmal
emvironmental impact. They believe in a holistic approach
o design and strive to balance creativity, innovation and
sustamability in all thesr work

Wherever possible, they choose reclaimed ar locally
sourced materials and use Irish manufacturers. Their
rmanifacts it to cancider qrc-"ring Feeag {besiga ideas, the
environment and Yo, rtn}-sir_}ru inngwative and unsgque
products and to create affordable products manufactured
i Trelaned

“Cur aim in setting up STCKS TF was 1o create baspoke,
innewative Furniture in which the initial concept could
develop - fluently and organically- right through the
manufacturing process. [t's about interpreting a brief
through the prism of our style so that the finished plece
accurately marrors our chents needs and the pleasure we
taak in Creating it "

Shicks have simplified this approach while retaining their
core concerng- excellent build- quality, clean style and
fanatical attention to detall The resut is an axciting
range 0[1:nn1|,:|11|}|_'rf._1ry furniture that is cool, very
affoerdable and ready to go.

Gestaltung- “creative force”, a term which encompasses

Gordon Byrne's beliefs on design. He befieves tha
this créative force should be used to shape the things and
places around us. It is the design process that makes up the
experencis and matenal world that we ve in.

Gordon is a multidisciplinary designer , who has been at
the forefront of promoting a culture of design in Ireland
Guided by the principles of modemnist design his work,
intended for industrial manufacture, can be fabricated with
fittle or o waste, ‘minimal material maximum
expression

Douglas Carson and fosaleen Crushell cegan theis
collabeoration in 2002 fellowing their graduation fram
Unhversity College Dublin, Schaol of Architecture

Based in London for six years, they worked for a number of
award winning design practice<. Following on from a
number aof commissions from clients for one off pieces.
they have added furmature design to their already
impressive array of skills, debuting with the Snowdrop light
and the multifunctional TableChair.

Hugo Thompson is a ireelance designer, with a
genuing love of objects and ouwr relationshigs wath them
His work i both soulptural and full of resonance for the
objects that inspire and are used to create it, as can be
seen i his piano senes.

Mot content with a BA in Industrial Design fram MCAD he
also went off and got himsedf & BA Furniture Design from
LB & University of Huddersfisld. Ha worked on in-house
projecis for manufacturers and contadtancies in both
product and furniture design and has exhilaited his woek
both in [reland and internationally.
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Lanky Console Tahle

This laeky console bl baaies 2 dock glas ediged sop

onpgude chunky salid oak legs. It is limited 1 P pieces

wiva: (MW & SO0Een & W

Stubborn Dining Table

graatarne

Dhmensons: 2100han x Ailnum x 75 0mum
[Ealile
194imns 5 4K ¥ 430mm (hench)

Fmany % S00nwm % 450un (Eoel)

McCarthy ['Hora's award-winning Birr Civic Offices and Library « What would you change about your old school?
How a group of students fabricaled and transported a mobile cinema to an Ethlopian village
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Designer gets leg-up at Royal Hibernian

By James Enright

A voung Irish furniture designer is
showcasing his designs at a pop-up shop
in the Royal Hibernian Academy.

Davin Larkin established Kooyong
Design in 2009, and will be selling his
furniture, interior and homeware de-
signs at the RHA until Friday.

Fourteen designers have been allo-
cated fortnight-long slots in the pre-
mises, as part of an initiative aimed at
boosting the creative sector.

Kooyong Design specialises in free-
standing furniture such as mirrors,
lamps and coffee tables. It also designs
greeting cards and provides a framed
photography service.

‘I went travelling around the world
and, when I came back, there was no
work for designers, so | decided to set
up a business myself,”’ said Larkin.

*“It has been a steep learning curve,
but I'm building a brand and it’s great
to have a shop to work from, if only for a
fortnight. 1 am getting a great recep-
tion.™

Larkin owns a studio at his home in

s

Davin Larkin of Kooyong Design

Palmerstown, and sells his furniture
online.

His designs are also stocked in De-
signist on Dublin’s South Great Geor-
ge’s Street and the Irish Design Shop in
Bow Lane.

“Renting a city-centre unit isn’t

TONY O'SHEA

feasible or cost-effective for designers,”’
said Larkin, who is a qualified cabinet-
maker and a former student at the
National College of Art and Design,
*““The pop-up shop provides great ex-
posure for my work, and it’ll be the

same for the other designers.”’
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Let it grow €1.79
Spring is around the corner, which means
it's time to get planting again. Ikea's Vastlig
planting bags are made of lightweight
polypropylene and polythene plastic, with
handles to make them easier to move when

full. They can also be used to collect leaves
and weeds, and for storage.
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“DESIGN IS ABIT OF
AVOCATION — LIKE
BEING AROCK STAR,
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Irish Design Shop will be ‘popping up® at
the Royal Hibernian Academy for two
weeks this month with pop-up shops
selling the very best from Irish design-
ers. Get your hands on new prints by
Yellowhammer, a Kooyong Design
stubborn dining table (table pictured,
stubborn diners not pictured), some
wooden clothes hooks by Adrien Coen -
it’ll be like hanging your coat on a tree,
only inside your house. This year’s new
range of mugs will also be introduced,
designed by six of Irish Design’s favourite
artists. But if that’s not your cup of tea,
there’ll be Djs, dancing, art exhibitions
and raffles to entertain you on the launch
night with free drinks on entry and a free
one-year 20 for 20 membership to the
RHA if you're in your twenties. The free
membership includes free entry to artist
lecture series and film/music nights, dis-
counts in the RHA pop-up shop, café and
bookshop and monthly deals in restau-
rants and shops throughout the city.

The Irish Design pop-up shop at the
RHA will be running from March
4-18th. The launch night begins at 9pm
with tickets costing €20 each.

12 TOTALLY DUBLIN wuw rorafydubfin e
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that
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dirport  seating  is
uncaomfbonable for
the users and radically
out of date for one of
today’s lastest growing
The

business hias

industrics airline

el

muassive  growth om o low

fare arrlines and the use of hub airports and with these increases.

delays have become morg common lor passengers. A voung

designer, Davin Larkin saw this problem and has designed an

arport seal for passengers that accepts the Tact there will be delays

and offers a new solution for the mrports of maormow, aer. sCrics 1s

e desien Toaoks

a modular furmiture system for srport lerminals

ned oy cormiloet

specifically at the problems of delayed passenzers
can be improved during their stay

The design offers a range of seatling positions. These positions

range rom a bormal upright sean o a relaxing postune [or snoozing

¢ for Ryder Cup

almer Clubhouse

WHAT PASSENGER IS SATISFIED WITH AIRPORT SEATING?

The design aims o provide a scat for all  purposes. Snooging.
working, communicating and sitting are just a few.

Each sear offers a unigue curved head support 1o take the weight
ofl your shoulders while vou wail for your flight, a side table fin
every user with suitcase storage space underneath. and a separae
{potrest that docs nol mierlere with normal scating positions bt
olfers many vanations.

aer., series oflers a modular system from a two seater and upwards.
This allows the system o [ imo any wrporl inferion. acr serics also
comes m & range of Himshes and colours for the steelwork. timber
and seal covenings to match every mterom

Davin Larkin

Vs

is a young desizner who has studicd

nsbilules both nd abrogd civin erovunding

n design. He has gualiied both as a furmitore desiencr and maker

Furniture College, Letterfrock and ax an Induostr:

from WCAD. He has dalso studied abrosd ol the Aarhos

from The
| Do i

Architecturl School in De

for a masters degree
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STYLISH
WAYS TO

~ DISPLAY
YOUR
FAVOURITE

ENTERTAINING [
MADE EA i

DELICIOUS DINNERWARE
AND COOL CUTLERY

I
i

world

E ! vision
| HOWTO

I HOLIDAY
STYLE HOME

sofa shopping

NEW LOOKS AND
TRENDS PLUS EXPERT
TIPS TO HELP YOU BUY

MEET THE STUDENT
STARS OF 2006

SUMMER

OUTDOORS

Cool ideas for urban living

WHAT'S
NEW
IN TILES

\

DAVIN LARKIN

COLLEGE: NCAD, Dublin
COURSE: Industrial Desige
DESIGN: The real beauty of this compact light is 1o be
seen when lit, though the piece makes for a pretty,
lapanese-style armament

ne natural reatures o7

m its own nght. Showing off

the wood, the glow of light from

within brings out the grain and the groowves
GET IN TOUCH: Tel: OB 997 2355

. larkin@gmail.com
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2-year-old Davin Larkin from Clonskeagh, Dublin is so pas-
sionate about designing and making fumiture he admits 1o
being the first 1o armve al college in the morning and one of the
last 1o leave at night. 1 love the challenge of working with
wood, 1o sce the finished product and say °1 made this’, sayvs
model pupil Davin, whe's just completed a Mational
Certificate in Furniture Design and Manufacture at Letterfrack

Fumiture College. Galway. *1 like clean. simple architectural-
ly-styled furniture that's adaptable, transportable, easily
assembled and easily stored.” Take this gallery seat which he
designed for the Natural Museum of Country Life in Turlough
Park. It"s & Mat pack design that can be adapled ino a four-
seater bench or coffee table - pure genius!

Contact Tel: 087 997 2355,

v hou

andheme.i
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Gallery Seatlng
at the Museum®_. &,
of Country Life -

An Education and Outreach Departmént Exhibition’ -
in conjunction With Letterfrack Furniture College.
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